
 

 

 

 
  

 

Americans are keeping their cars on the road longer than ever before.    

According to a March 2009, a study released by R.L. Polk & Co., the median age 

of passenger cars in operation was 9.4 years in 2008 - a record high. That 

means that, assuming a car is bought new and driven 12,000 miles per year 

(which is about average), many Americans are logging 112,800 miles before 

selling or trading in their car.  Seems like a lot, right?  In fact, according to J.D. 

Power and Associates, most Americans 

probably don't make it that long. They say 

the average length of time owners keep 

their cars before trading them in is 73 

months -- about six years. 

  

How can you go the distance?   

If you love your car, you might dream of making it to the one-million-mile mark, 

too. But can it be done? The consensus seems to be that with regular 

maintenance and the necessary parts replacements over the years, most 

modern cars can go the distance.  The top five ways to make your car run 

"forever" are: Follow your service schedule, check fluids and tire pressures 

regularly, go easy during startup, use a single high-grade fuel, and drive smart. 

If you don't know much about maintenance basics, there are plenty of online 

resources available, as well as your car dealership or ask us your favorite 

mechanic at Jay’s Automotive!  Most experts agree the best way to make your 

car last longer is to religiously follow the maintenance schedule in your owner's 

manual. In addition, make sure to check vital fluids every three months 

(especially engine oil and radiator coolant), pay attention to your car's gauges, 

regularly wash the car, and store it in a covered place. Even good driving habits 

can help minimize regular wear and tear.   

Any questions?  Call us (918) 333-3700 or email us at 

jaysautomotive1959@gmail.com 
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